
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Press Release         6 October 2016 

 

Shareholder change at La Maison Bleue 

 

Activa Capital and EPF have sold their holding in La Maison Bleue, a leading day-care nursery company 

founded in 2004, as part of secondary management buyout. The management team of La Maison 

Bleue, led by Sylvain Forestier, increases its holding to 60% accompanied by Towerbrook and 

Bpifrance. 

In a fast-growing and consolidating sector, La Maison Bleue has seen its sales increase from €40 million 

in 2012 to €125 million forecast for 2016, underlining its position as #3 in the French day-care nursery 

market. This strong growth has been accelerated by both a roll-out of new openings as well as build-

up acquisitions, notably Baby and Co in 2013 and La Part de Rêve en 2015. 

 

“Our objectif is to continue to grow in France and accelerate international growth through significant 

build-ups. The continued support of Bpifrance, which has accompanied the company for the last 10 

years and has strong sector knowledge will be key for our French development while Towerbrook will 

be a helpful partner in our international development. We would like to thank Activa Capital and EPF 

for their implication over the past years”, declared Sylvain Forestier, CEO of La Maison Bleue. 

 

“We have been impressed by the track record of La Maison Bleue and the strong implication of its 

management team since Activa Capital’s investment in 2012. The solid growth prospects within the 

sector and the arrival of new financial partners should allow the group to grow further and enhance 

its leadership position within the sector”, stated Charles Diehl, Partner of Activa Capital 

 

Caroline Rémus, Managing Director of EPF, added: “I congratulate the work of Sylvain Forestier and his 

team for the execution of the strategic planning which has resulted in strong national coverage in 

France, penetration of the Swiss market and development of the “micro-crèche” market.” 

 

Nicolas Manardo, Director within the Mid & Large Cap division of Bpifrance and Nicolas Chavanne, 

Managing Director of Towerbrook added: “We are pleased to be investing in a sector undergoing 

consolidation and where La Maison Bleue will continue to play a key role. The partnership between 

Bpifrance, which actively supports companies within the Junior Economy, and Towerbrook, which 

accompanies growth companies in their international development, will bring the financial means to 

support La Maison Bleue’s ambitious development plan.” 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

About La Maison Bleue 

Since its creation 10 years ago, La Maison Bleue, a specialist in day-care nursery management for both corporate 

clients and local authorities, has remain focused on a core set of values: a coherent and communal educational 

project across all nurseries, furniture and equipment specifically designed for the nursery, engaged teachers and 

personnel offering a high level of service with an internal training school. La Maison Bleue aims to offer young 

parents a coherent solution between their family and their professional lives. With 180 integrated nurseries and 

a further 700 available through a dedicated booking system (Ma-creche.com), La Maison Bleue offers 7000 

cradles with over 2300 employees. Further services such as home-care, school runs, home-teaching are available 

through Solutions Familles La Maison Bleue. For further details, see: www.la-maison-bleue.fr 

 

About Activa Capital  

Activa Capital is a leading French mid-market private equity firm. Activa Capital manages close to €600m of 

private equity funds on behalf of a wide range of institutional investors. Activa Capital partners with ambitious 

mid-sized French companies, valued at €20m to €200m, seeking to accelerate their growth and their 

international footprint. For further details, see: www.activacapital.com 

 

About EPF Partners 

EPF Partners, a management company owned by its partners, is a leading independent player in Small and 

MidCap growth capital financing in France. With 20 years experience, 77 operations realized and 57 exits with a 

managed worth of over €400M, EPF remains committed to providing strategic assistance to fast-growing firms, 

actively assisting management with value creation through its share portfolio. For further details, see: www.epf-

partners.com 

 

About Bpifrance 

Formed by the law of 31 December 2012, Bpifrance (a public sector investment bank) is the outcome of the 

merger between OSEO, the FSI, CDC Entreprises and FSI Régions. Its two shareholders are the French state and 

the Caisse des Dépôts. Its object is to support businesses (SMEs, medium-sized enterprises and larger companies 

of a strategic importance to the French economy), from start-up through to stock market flotation, by providing 

loans, guarantees and equity. Bpifrance also provides enhanced support and backing for innovation, export, and 

external growth. It is a one-stop shop for entrepreneurs in each region for all their finance and investment needs. 

For more information: www.bpifrance.fr - Follow us on Twitter: @bpifrance 

 

About TowerBrook Capital Partners : 

TowerBrook Capital Partners, L.P. is an investment management firm of US$8 billion under management as at 

June 30, 2015, and a track record of creating value for investors. The firm is based in Europe and the USA and 

focuses on making investments in European and North American companies. For more information: 

www.towerbrook.com 

http://www.la-maison-bleue.fr/
http://www.activacapital.com/
http://www.epf-partners.com/
http://www.epf-partners.com/
http://www.towerbrook.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Advisors: 

For La Maison Bleue and the management team : Bucéphale Finance (David Orban), August & Debouzy (Julien 

Aucomte), Weil, Gotshal & Manges (Didier Malka). 

For Bpifrance and Towerbrook : KPMG (Vincent Delmas), DLA Piper (Xavier Norlain), Ayache Salama (Alain Lévy). 

For Activa Capital and EPF Partners : Lazard (Charles Andrez). 

 

 

 

 


